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crowd. May it not be questioned, then, 
whether the elevation of adjustment to the 
importance of a principle is much more than a 
practical device for finding out what particular 
kind of badness will be endured? 

M. A. Jordan, 
Smith College. 



THE INVENTOR OF THE ENGLISH 
HEXAMETER. 

Among the unfortunates whose names have 
been handed down to 'literary obloquy, 
perhaps none has been more the victim of cir- 
cumstances than Dr. Gabriel Harvey. A 
grave and really learned man of a somewhat 
irritable and testy disposition, he was guilty of 
two false steps in denying his own humble 
origin and in. refusing to let the grave protect 
a paltry foe from the lash of his revenge. No 
one can doubt that the Doctor richly deserved 
the tremendous trouncing which he received 
at the hands of the irrepressible author of 
' Have with you to Saffron Walden ' ; but 
those who prefer the truth to the brilliant 
satire and invective of Thomas Nashe, the 
biased narrative of D'Israeli, or even the 
prejudiced representations of Dr. Grosart, 
should turn to Professor Morley's interesting 
essay, entitled " Spenser's Hobbinol " (Fort- 
nightly Rev. xi, pp. 274-283) for a general vin- 
dication, which, however, strangely enough 
omits to answer one of the chief counts of the 
indictment. 

A reference to any average text-book on 
English Literature, if it be sufficiently full to 
warrant a mention of him, will disclose that 
Harvey was the inventor of the English 
hexameter, or at least boasted himself to be 
such, or desired only to be so epitaphed. 
Whereupon much rhetoric is bestowed upon 
the absurdity of the hexameter, the inventor, 
and the boast ; and the friend of Spenser is 
forthwith dubbed " a fantastical pedant " and 
wicked seducer of Sidney and Spenser from 
the paths of poetic rectitude into the stony 
ways of classical metres in English verse. 

Turning to the authorities, we meet with the 
same charges based upon the same statement 
of Harvey's supposed words. Here are some 
of them : 



"Gabriel Harvey desired only to be 'epi- 
taphed ' the inventor of the English hexame- 
ter."! 

" He [Harvey] boasted himself the inventor 
and introducer of English hexameter. "2 

" ' If I never deserve any better remem- 
brannce,' he exclaimes in one of his pamphlets, 
'let me be epitaphed the inventor of the 
English hexameter.' "3 

" Hence the following egotistical boast in 
one of his wordy contests with Nashe : If I 
never, etc. ... let me be epitaphed, etc. "4 

" Harvey, Spenser's friend, was one of the 
chief patrons, if not the inventor of the English 
hexameter. "5 

"If I never deserve, etc. ... let me be 
epitaphed the Inventor of the English Hexame- 
ter. "6 

Even Mr. Arber, who quotes more correctly 
than the older authorities, does not finish the 
passage and hence gives it the same coloring ; 
thus : 

" If I neuer deserue anye better remem- 
braunce, let mee rather be epitaphed the In- 
ventor of the English Hexameter: whom 
learned M. Standihurst imitated in his Virgill, 
and excellent Sir Philip Sidney disdained not 
to follow in his Arcadia and elsewhere. "7 

And Dr. Grosart, Harvey's latest editor, 
shows that he prefers the interpretation of the 
critics to his" author's own words, by this ex- 
clamation, which can be based alone on the 
above curtailed and garbled quotation of the 
original passage. 

" None but a ' fantastic pedant ' could have 
insisted on experiment so nonsensical, and 
none but a man blinded by ' vanity ' could so 
have boasted of being the Inventor of Hexame- 
ter. "» 

I shall give the passage entire and in its con- 
text, that we may have before us the original 
of this curious misquotation. 

" It goeth somewhat hard in my harsh 
Legend, when the father of Musicke must be 
mocked, not Tubalcain, as he mistearmeth 
him, but Tuball, whom Genesis voutsafeth 
honourable mention : and the Hexameter 

1. Dr. Farmer's " Essay on the Learning of Sh." 
Malone's 'Sh.' i. p. 327. 

2. Drake, 'Sh. and his Times,' i, 457. 

3. Craik, ' Sketch of the History of Literature and Learn- 
ing in England,' Hi, p. 63, 

4. Brydges 'Censura Litteraria,' i, p. 402. 

5. Warton, ' History of English Poetry,' iii, p. 324. 

6. ibid., note by Park. 

7. Standihurst's ' First four books of Virgil,' Arber's 
'English Scholar's Library' No. 10, p. vii. 

8. * Works of Harvey,' ed. Grosart, Introd. i, p. xlviii. 
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verse flouted : whereof neither Homer in 
Greeke, nor Virgil in Latin, (how valorous 
Autors?) nor Alexander in conquest, nor 
Augustus in maiesty, (how puissant Princes ?) 
were ashamed : but accompted it .the onely 
gallant trompet of braue, and Heroicall Acts : 
and I wis, the English is nothing too good to 
imitat the Greeke and Latine, or other elo- 
quent Languages, that honour the Hexameter, 
as the soueraigne of verses and high Con- 
trowler of Rimes. If I neuer deserue anye 
better remembrance, let me rather be Epitaph- 
ed, The Inventor of the English Hexameter ; 
whom learned M. Standihurst imitated in his 
Virgill, and excellent Sir Philip Sidney dis- 
dained not to follow in his Arcadia, and else- 
where : then be chronicled, the greene maister 
of Blacke Arte : or the founder of vgly oaths : 
or the father of misbegotten Infortunatus: 
or the Scriuner of Crossbiters : or as one of his 
own sectaries termed him, the Patriarch of 
shifters. Happy man I, if these two be my 
hainousest crimes and deadliest sinnes : To 
bee the Inuentor of the English Hexameter, 
and to be orderlie clapt in the Fleete for the 
aforesaide Letter. "9 

The most careless perusal of this passage 
shows that in it Harvey is answering an 
attack previously made upon him. The letter 
is headed, " To euery Reader fauourablie, or 
indifferentlie affected," 10 and its tone through- 
out is that of apology and self-justification 
against the unjust charges of an opponent. 

Without going into the shredded and un- 
savory details of the notorious Nashe-Harvey 
controversy, of which perhaps more than 
enough has already been written, I may call 
attention to the works which form the previous 
pleadings in the case. The provocation, it 
will be remembered, came from Robert 
Greene, "and appeared in the first impression 
of his 'A Quip for an Upstart Courtier,' in 
1592. What the precise words of that pro- 
vocation were, it is impossible to discover at 
this late date. But Dr. Grosart's assumption 
that the whole affront was contained in the 
fact that Greene "had incidentally, almost 
accidentally, described Garbriel Harvey and 
his two brothers as sons of a Ropemaker at 
Saffron Walden,"" is untenable, by Dr. Gro- 
sart's own showing. For in a note prefixed 
to his reprint of ' A Quip for an Upstart 

9. 'Foure Letters and Certaine Sonnets,' ' Works of 
Harvey,' ed. Grosart, i, pp. 181-82. 

10. ibid., p. 176. 

11. ' Works of Nashe/ ed. Grosart, Introd. i, p. liv. 



Courtier ' he states : "I am enabled to give my 
text of the 'quips ' from an exemplar of 1592 
(in the British Museum, King's Library) ; but 
neither it nor that in the Huth Library con- 
tains a passage that originally occurred in it, of 
peculiar ofFensiveness to Gabriel Harvey. 
The first and (apparently) second issues of 1592 
seem to have been so effectually suppressed 
that none is now known."" 

Harvey, outraged and insulted, replied to 
Greene in ' Foure Letters and Certaine Son- 
nets ' ; and, Greene unfortunately dying in 
the interim, the Doctor had the bad taste and 
want of feeling to slander the playwright's 
memory. It was then that Nashe rushed to 
the rescue in his ' Wonderful, strange and 
miraculous Astrologicall Prognostications ' 
and his ' Strange Newes of the intercepting of 
Certain Letters ' ; and rejoinder and surrejoin- 
der then followed. 

Now, as we do not find them elsewhere in 
any previous stage of the controversy, we may 
assume that the expressions; "Maister of 
Black Arte," "founder of ugly oaths," etc. 
etc., of Harvey's " letter " quoted above, 
were among the epithets used by Greene and 
applied to Harvey in the suppressed passage 
of the first impression of 'A Quip for an Up- 
start Courtier.' Harvey had doubtless also 
been taunted by Greene with being the in- 
ventor of the English hexameter, a taunt to 
which his exchange of letters with Spenser, 13 
published a few years before, offered an ex- 
cellent handle. Well might any man prefer 
to " be epitaphed the inventor of the English 
hexameter," rather than be abused in any of 
the opprobrious terms quoted in the apology 
above. It would be difficult to conceive of 
anything further removed from a boast than 
this famous utterance. 

There is one more quotation of interest in 
this connection. In his 'Strange Newes, etc.,' 
or 'Foure Letters Confuted,' which, it is to be 
remembered, is the immediate answer to Har- 
vey's ' Foure Letters and Certaine Sonnets,' 
Nashe thus apostrophizes : 

12. 'Works of Greene,' ed. Grosart, xi, p. 206, note. 

13. See 'Three Proper and wittie, familiar Letters etc.,'and 
'Two other verie Commendable Letters,' both published in 
1580 and reprinted in ' Harvey's works ' ed, Grosart vol. i 
and elsewhere. 
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"Tubalcain, Tubalcan, alias Tuball, first 
founder of Farries Hall, heere is a great com- 
plaint made, that utriusque Academiae Rober- 
tus Greene hath mockt thee, because hee 
saide, that thou wert the first inuenter of 
Musicke : so Gabriell Howliglasse was the first 
inuenter of English Hexameter verses. Quid 
respondes ? canst thou brooke it, yea or 
no?"^ 

The allusion to the passage above is clear, 
and shows that Nashe recognized the apolo- 
getic attitude of Harvey as to the hexameter, 
and wantonly repeated the charge that he was 
the inventor of it. 

Felix E. Schelling. 
University of Pennsylvania. 



FORMS AND PHRASES NOW OBSO- 
LETE, FROM LESSING* 



Vol. 2, page 74. 



"3- 



7i- 



11. 
16. 



14, 
19. 

19. 

19. 



264. 
36. 

114. 

130. 



Er mag die ubrigen um so 
viel leichter iibergangen 
sein. . . Compare with this, 
page 76, Ich habe keinen 
einzigen iibergangen. . . 

Hdtte ihm Pope gefolgt. . . 
Compare with this, page 
114, der dem Shaftesbury 

gleichwohl soil gefolgt sein. 

Wenn ich von ihm versich- 
ere, dass er freilieh nicht 
weder die Dreieinigkeit, 
noch sonst eine geoffen- 
barte Lehre der Religion 
geglaubt hat. 

das Punkt. 

Wenn ein Jiingling darein 
verfallt, so zeigt er (der 
Fehler) von einem vollen 
Kopfe. . . (ch. 24, p. 144). 

Dass er mehr darin geleistet 
hat, als tausend andere 
nicht wiirden geleistet hab- 
en. 

Der Hyacinth. 

Ich will Sie zu seiner Be- 
kanntschaft verhelfen. 

Hat man jemals einem Frau- 
enzimmer. . . so begegnet? 

Der Schade ist Ihre. 



Vol. 19, page 144. 



14. ' Works of Nashe,' ed. Geosaet, ii, p. 237. 
*Lessing's Werke : Ausgabe in 32 BSnden, Berlin, 1825-1828. 



"19, ' 


' 194. 


" 20, ' 


5- 


"20, ' 


' 46. 


" 20, ' 


' 135- 


" 21, " 175. 


" 21, ' 


' 182. 


" 21, " 191. 



" 21, 



" 21, 


' 218. 


"23, 


' 89. 


"23, 


' 185. 


" 23, 


' 191. 


" 23, 


' 207. 


" 24, ' 


' . 47- 


" 24, " 64. 


" 24, ' 


' 77- 


"24, ' 


' 77- 


"24, " 83. 


"24, " 109. 


"24, ' 


' 377- 


"25, ' 


308. 



"25, " 318. 



Mein halbes Vermogen ist 
Ihre. 
Christoph (kommt gelacht). 

Wie oft bin ich nicht darauf 
bestanden ? 

Ein Mensch, der keinenGott 
glaubt. 

Bin ich seitdem von der 
Pest befallen worden, als 
ich Sie nicht gesehen habe ? 

Ich weiss weiter nichts, als 
dass Du und mein Vater in 
Krieg verwickelt sind. 

Das Schrecken. 

Der denkende Kiinstler ist 
noch eins so werth. 

Sie sollte nicht allein ge- 
gangen sein (=hatte nicht 
allein gehen sollen). 

Du hattest mir das sogleich 
sollen gemeldet haben. 

Der zwolfte Monden droht 
zu verfliessen. — Erst der 
zwolfte Monden"? 

Durch die Affects. 

Jeder Person Charakter Af- 
fects und Gedanken. . . 

Die obscosen Gedanken. 

Diesen Gecken zu sehen, ist 
ekelhafter als lacherlich. 

R'men Periods. 

Scenen . . die uns aus Herz- 
ensgrunde zu lachen mach- 
en. 

Frostiger, als lacherlich. 

Rhetorischer als griindlich. 

Sein Ausdruck ist nur ofters 
ein wenig zu gesucht und 
kostbar ("pr£cieux"). 

Wer es zuerst spielen geseh- 
en. 

Keiner von beiden hat das 
vierte Theil so viel Stiicke 
gemacht. Compare with 
this, page 316, Desto weni- 
ger lasbt sich der geringste 
Theil verandern. 

Dieser Aeschinus, den er 
ein so liederliches Leben 
zu fiihren glaubt, ist noch 
immer sein Sohn. 
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